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Discussion

The  ro le  of the  Nurse ’s 
Honor Guard

The  sig nificance  of 
p rofe ssional leg acy

How a ce remonial 
trib ute  can transform 

b oth g rie f and  
rememb rance



What is the  Nurse s Honor 
Guard ?

The  Nurse s Honor Guard  of SC is a 
d e d icate d  g roup  of vo lunte e r nurse s who 
come  tog e the r to  honor and  p ay trib ute  
to  our fe llow nurse s as the y ap p roach the  
e nd  of the ir life ’s journe y or at the ir 
me morial/fune ral se rvice s. 
Nig hte ng ale  Trib ute
Final Call to  Duty

We  offe r our se rvice s throug hout the  state  
o f South Caro lina and  are  a 501 (C) (3) 
non-p rofit o rg anization. 

Tax d e d uctib le  d onations may b e  mad e  
to : Nurse s Honor Guard  of South Caro lina. 



The  Se rvice
This se rvice  is ste e p e d  in trad ition and  is similar to  a military 
trib ute  and  officially re lease s the  nurse  from the ir nursing  
d utie s.

The  Nurse s Honor Guard  of South Carolina will:
Atte nd  all se rvice s wearing  the  trad itional nurse 's 

uniform.
Stand  g uard  at the  caske t/urn/hearse  and  p rovid e  a 

p re se nce  at the  se rvice s.
Re cite  the  Nig hting ale  Trib ute  at the  fune ral/me morial 

se rvice .
Pre se nt the  Flore nce  Nig hting ale  lamp  to  the  family.
Pe rform Last Call to  Duty.



The  Uniform

Formal uniform - The  color white  
sig nifie s cleanline ss, honesty, and  faith. 

Nurses Cap  – Rep re sents a sense  of 
d ig nity, d ed ication and  sig nifie s a nurse 's 
knowled g e .

Nursing  Pin – Beg an with the  Malte se  
Cross a symb ol of se rvice  used  b y the  
Nig hteng ale  School of Nursing  at St. 
Thomas Hop sp iatl In Lond an. Symb olize s 
training  and  read iness of new nurse s to  
se rve  the  community.



Cap e
Be st known throug h Flore nce  Nig hting ale  and  

the  nurse s that se rve d  with he r d uring  the  
Crimean War in the  1850s.

In 1909, the  Ame rican Re d  Cross Nursing  
Se rvice s includ e d  a cap e  as p art of the ir uniform. 
During  WWI the  Re d  Cross Nurse s b e came  
re cog nize d  for wearing  the ir b lue  cap e s with the  
re d  lining  exp ose d  ove r the ir should e r as the y 
te nd e d  the  wound e d .

Nurse s from the  Army and  the  Navy ad op te d  the  
cap e  d uring  WWI.



Flore nce  Nig hting ale  Lamp

The  Flore nce  Nig hting ale  Lamp  use d  in the  
se rvice  re p re se nts Flore nce  Nig hting ale  who was 
known as the  “Lad y with the  Lamp.“ She  earne d  
this title  b e cause  she  would  visit so ld ie rs at nig ht 
with a small lante rn in he r hand  to  te nd  to  the ir 
injurie s d uring  the  Crimean War. He r work no t 
only save d  many lie s b ut also  he lp e d  to  e stab lish 
mod e rn p rofe ssional nursing .

The  lante rn is a symb ol o f comfort and  courag e  
and  of lig hting  the  way  to  mod e rn, p rofe ssional 
nursing . 



White  Rose

Placing  a white  rose  on the  
caske t/urn rep re sents the  nurse 's 
d ed ication to  the ir p rofe ssion.

By ad op ting  the  white  rose  the  
Nurse s Honor Guard  shows the ir 
ap p reciation and  re sp ect for a fe llow 
nursing  co lleag ue .



Be ll

The  Be ll o f Honor will b e  to lled  at 
fune rals o r memorials to  officially 
re lease  the  nurse  from the ir earthly 
nursing  d utie s. 

This honors and  ce leb rate s the ir 
d ed ication to  the  p rofe ssion b e fore  
they move  on to  some thing  new.



Why Ritual Matte rs in Grie f

Valid ate s the  nurse ’s life  work.

It p rovid e s a sense  of closure

It b uild s co lle ctive  memory

It sup p orts the  b e reavement p roce ss.

Knowled g e



Profe ssional Le g acy: The  
Big g e r Picture

Profe ssional le g acy is not ab out title s, award s, 
or years of se rvice . It is ab out imp act —the  
live s touche d , the  comfort p rovid e d , the  
ad vocacy shown whe n it matte re d  most. The  
Nurse ’s Honor Guard  make s that le g acy 
visib le .

It te lls a story:

O f comp assion in d ifficult mome nts

O f re silie nce  in the  face  of challe ng e

O f d e d ication to  o the rs, o fte n at p e rsonal 
cost for the  nurse  and  the ir love d  one s

And  imp ortantly, it e nsure s that story d oe s 
not e nd  q uie tly.



A Se rvice  to  
Your 

Re sid ents 
and  

Community

For those  of you working  in long -te rm care , assiste d  living , 
hosp ice , or community health se tting s, this is whe re  the  
op p ortunity b e come s ve ry real.
Imag ine  what it means for a re sid e nt who sp e nt d e cad e s 

caring  for o the rs to  know that, whe n the ir time  come s, 
the y too  will b e  care d  for in this uniq ue  and  meaning ful 
way.

Imp le me nting  or p artne ring  with a Nurse ’s Honor Guard  
offe rs se ve ral b e ne fits:
Build s strong e r community conne ctions
Ele vate s the  culture  of re sp e ct within your org anization
It also  d iffe re ntiate s your community - Familie s notice  

whe n org anizations g o  b e yond  stand ard  p ractice s to  
honor ind ivid uals in meaning ful ways. 

De ve lop  a simp le  p ro tocol
Id e ntify How you will re cog nize  whe n a re sid e nt is a nurse
Who contacts the  honor g uard
Whe re  and  how the  ce re mony will take  p lace

Ed ucate  your staff and  familie s.
Le t p e op le  know this se rvice  exists



Closing  Thoug hts

I’d  like  to  leave  you with this:

Eve ry nurse , at some  p oint, has stood  at the  
b e d sid e  of some one  at the  e nd  of life . The y’ve  
p rovid e d  comfort, d ig nity, and  p re se nce .

The  Nurse ’s Honor Guard  simp ly re turns that 
care . It is nurse s saying  to  one  of the ir own: “We  
se e  you. We  honor you. Your work matte re d .”

And  in d oing  so, it re mind s all o f us—whe the r we  
are  nurse s or not—that how we  honor p e op le  at 
the  e nd  of life  says a g reat d eal ab out what we  
value  in life  itse lf.



How to  Re q ue st Se rvice s

To re q ue st  o ur se rvice s, p le a se  visit  o ur w e b p ag e  
a t w w w.Nurse sHo no rGua rd .co m

If yo u  a re  a  nurse  (RN, LPN, APRN) in te re ste d  in  
le a rn ing  m o re  ab o u t  b e co m ing  a  m e m b e r, just  
e m a il us a t nhg scad m issio nso ffice r@g m ail.co M.

http://www.nurseshonorguard.com/
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